        POLE TAGGING PROCEDURES  		

All poles must be checked PRIOR to climbing to determine their condition. Refer to the Pole Checking Procedures and Risks – Working on Poles for further information.  

TREAT ALL POLES AS UNSOUND UNTIL ASSESSED OTHERWISE


POLE TAGGING PROCEDURE 
- To be applied when poles are assessed as unsound.


1. If you assess a pole as ‘unsound for access by ladder’, label the pole with ‘DANGER Do Not Climb’ tape (see example below). This tape should be placed as high as possible (at least 2 metres above ground level) to avoid unauthorised removal by others. Note that any work on this pole may now only be carried out by using a hiab to support it or by working from an elevated work platform.
2. The pole details (type of pole, condition, location etc) are to be reported to your Supervisor, who will record these details. 
3. The Supervisor is to forward this information to the EA Overhead Manager, who will arrange for a full inspection of the pole to formally confirm its condition. 
4. If the pole is reassessed as “safe to climb” during the full inspection, a written assessment will then be signed by the person who carried out this inspection. Following this, the ‘Danger Do Not Climb’ tape can be removed, and feedback will then be given to the person who originally reported the pole for formal inspection.
5. The poles that have been confirmed as unsound will then be included in a replacement programme by the Overhead Manager. These will be replaced within three months however some exceptions could occur if the affected pole is within a section that is already planned for an upgrade within the following 12 months.


	This procedure and risk advice is intended as a guide to assist those working in the field. All personnel involved with this work should also refer to the ‘E.E.A. Guide to Work on Poles and Pole Structures’ and the ‘Line Mechanics Handbook’ for further information.
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‘DANGEROUS POLE TAG’.

                                                                 These signs may also be in use
                                                                             (check all sides of pole)
       





