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Tuesday, 14 July 2020 

 

 

NZ CoPTTM Feedback 2020 

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency 

PO Box 5084 

Wellington 6140 

New Zealand 

 

By E-mail:  copttm.consult@nzta.govt.nz 

 

 

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

NZ CoPTTM Review 2020 

 

Please note that this submission is predicated on our stated understandings of the consultation 
document. If any of our stated understandings are mistaken, then we request you urgently alert 
us so that we can reassess our support for the proposals. 

1. Electricity Engineers Association (EEA) 

The EEA is the national representative organisation for engineering, technical and health and 
safety issues within the electricity supply industry (ESI).  Our members include over 450 
corporate and individual representatives from all sectors of the electricity supply industry 
including generation, electricity networks, contractors (operation/maintenance), engineering 
consultancies and equipment suppliers. 

2. Past engagement with NZTA 

The EEA has previously raised concerns with NZTA’s failures to engage with our industry when 
making substantial changes to CoPTTM. For example, an Interim Safety Engineering Exception 
Decision was issued in March 2019 that meant that in some situations ESI members had to 
choose between complying with CoPTTM, their obligations under the Health and Safety at 
Work Act 2015, or the Commerce Act 1986. 

The EEA invited NZTA to work with its members to remedy the conflicting requirements that 
CoPTTM places on its members, and NZTA supported us to canvas the issues. EEA provided its 
advice to NZTA in November 2019 (appended to email) to which we are still waiting on a 
response.   
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3. Stakeholder representation 

We noted that during the recent webinar that NZTA undertook to explain its process for 
appointing a review panel, although that has not happened.  

At the time of writing the EEA has raised concerns about the inadequacy of NZTA’s stakeholder 
management in relation to electricity industry interests and representation. We will advance 
those concerns separately from this submission, but we must be clear that by making a 
submission we are not endorsing the project in any way, including its governance arrangements 
and stakeholder management. 

4. General feedback for CoPTTM review 

Members of the EEA have confirmed that their previous advice to NZTA broadly cover their 
concerns.  

Further to the above, our members note that for some of their work it is not clear how it should 
be carried out in relation to the requirements for mobile operations or static operations, which 
means that Road Control Authorities frequently reach different conclusions from each other 
and from our members about which setup should be implemented. 

This frequently leads to RCA’s enforcing setups that are not practicable, increase overall risk, 
or both. This is particularly true for our industry’s reactive work, although in that scenario the 
ambiguity is compounded by the various legislative obligations on electricity companies to 
ensure that power disruptions are minimised. 

They have suggested that some of their concerns could be addressed within ‘Section I – Specific 
activity procedures and diagrams’. This could be updated to include guidance specific to the 
electricity industry. They have expressed their interest and willingness to participate in a NZTA 
lead working group to establish that guidance. We are ready to nominate industry 
representatives for this purpose. 

We note that some our points below are reflected in submissions from our individual members. 

5. Specific areas of CoPTTM needing attention 

We have identified the following specific areas of CoPTTM requiring clarification or change to 
enable good health and safety practices in the electricity industry: 

Section B3.4.2 requirements for fluorescent STMS garments  

Our members cannot comply with this requirement. They are required to wear fire retardant 
clothing, and such garments are not available in fluorescent yellow. We suggest engaging with 
us to establish a workable solution. 

Section C8 – requirement for advanced warning signage &  

Section D5.1 – requirement for a pilot vehicle 

For reactive work (e.g. faults), the restoration of power as soon as is reasonably practicable is 
a priority. Of course, safety comes first, and our industry has alternative setups that adequately 
manage the risks. Requiring advanced signage or pilot vehicles introduces delays, which in 
many situations does not offer an advantage over our industry’s setups. We suggest engaging 
with us to establish a workable solution. 

Section D – requirements for ‘Road Inspection’ signage 

The required sign is not relevant to our industry, who do not carry out ‘road inspections’, and 
instead carry out routine and reactive inspection of electricity network infrastructure assets. 
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This requires them to drive at reduced speed and stop regularly in the road reserve for less 
than 10 minutes at a time (i.e mobile operation). We suggest that signage saying ‘Inspection’ 
should be allowed. 

Section D1.2 – Semi-static closure does not include the road reserve 

Some work in the road corridor by the electricity industry is carried out in the road reserve that 
does not fit the definition of a semi-static operation. However, the provisions for semi-static 
operations are often a good fit for the work our industry carries out in the road reserve. We 
suggest amending the definition to include the road reserve. 

6.  Conclusion 

We will continue to advocate and represent the views of the electricity industry. We request 
NZTA to establish suitable processes and stakeholder representation to ensure that the project 
resolves existing issues for the electricity industry and does not introduce new ones. 

Thank you for asking for our feedback. If you have any questions you are invited to contact 
James Dodwell, Principal Advisor Health and Safety. His email is james@eea.co.nz. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Peter Berry 

Executive Director 

file://EEAFS/Shared/_Public/WORD%20Gen%20Docs/Submissions/Submissions%202020/james@eea.co.nz

