
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Confined Spaces
 

WHAT HAPPENED? 

Working in Confined Spaces is one of Transpower’s 11 critical risks. A recent review by Transpower identified that there 
may be some uncertainty regarding what constitutes a Confined Space, and when a Confined Space Entry Permit System is 
applied to manage the risks. 

IMMEDIATE ACTION TAKEN 

Recent identified incidents have been managed on site to confirm the health and safety of those involved.  

A Safety Alert has been issued as a reminder to Transpower and Service Providers of the Confined Space (CS) definition (as 
per AS 2865: Confined Spaces) used in New Zealand and at Transpower. 

-  is an enclosed or partially enclosed space and is not intended or designed primarily for human occupancy and may present 
a risk from one or more of the following at any time: 
o unsafe concentration of harmful airborne contaminants 

o unsafe concentration of flammable substances 

o unsafe levels of oxygen 

o substances that can cause engulfment. 
 
If you are concerned about entering and working in a space that potentially meets this definition, raise your concerns 
with your supervisor and seek advice from a qualified and competent person, who holds the NZQA Unit Standards  
17599 (Plan a Confined Space Entry) and 18426 (Demonstrate knowledge of hazards associated with confined spaces).  
If a space and activity is deemed to be a CS, then entry can only be undertaken by a competent personnel, who holds a 
competency supported by the NZQA Unit Standards  17599, 18426 and 25510 (Operate an atmospheric testing device to 
determine a suitable atmosphere exists to work safely) , as a minimum requirement. 

ROOT CAUSE 

• There are areas and spaces around Transpower assets which have been classified as a Confined Space (CS) and are 
clearly labelled and secured from unauthorized access. 

• There are other areas and spaces that may not currently be classed as a CS, but a work activity or process that is being 
undertaken in them may change their status and classification. 

• Personnel who are not competent for CS may not always be aware of the critical controls required to be in place 
before these spaces can be safely entered. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name Mike Ohs  
Position Health & Safety Practitioner  
Mobile 021595076 
Email michael.ohs@transpower.co.nz 

LEARNINGS 

•  Those working on behalf of Transpower need to be aware of the potential for CS (even when not currently classified). 

•  Report to Transpower any areas which are known to be a CS but are not identified as such (signage) and/or secure. 

•  Seek assistance and clarification if you are in any doubt as to the task or area you are required to work, to ensure you 
are safe. Use the definition above as your guide and seek advice from a competent person. 

• The presence of ladders and/or lighting does not define or exclude the area as a confined space. The space may still 
not be primarily designed for human occupancy and may still meet the definition of CS and pose similar/same risks. 

Some typical examples include but are not limited to internal inspections/maintenance of storage tanks, drainage, and containment systems; internal 
repairs to large transformers; entry into cable tunnels, basements/trenches during construction, installation, and routine maintenance. 
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