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TEMA Transmission Line Hook Ladder  
Rung Fails during Work at Height  

 WHAT HAS HAPPENED? 

During steel strengthening works two rungs on a 2019 TEMA hook ladder failed in a 
horizontal rigging configuration. The lineman was moving back to the structure in a 
sitting position after removing a comealong. The Lineman placed his weight on the rung 
to push back and two consecutive rungs have failed.  

The rungs have separated at the point of connection to the ladder rails. 

The lineman did not fall, all other fall restraint and other points of contact mitigated that 
risk. 
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IMMEDIATE ACTIONS 

 
The ladder was inspected once removed from the structure, only 4/18 rungs were found to be 
structurally sound.  Another TEMA ladder on site and two others at the depot were found to have 
structural issues.   

Initial information was distributed to all industry participants recommending inspection and 
Quarantine if required.  

The NZ supplier HTC was contacted and will be collaborating on further investigations. 

 

 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
All Service Providers using these ladders complete a visual and mechanical strength test to confirm 

the integrity prior to continued use. 
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