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Dropped Tower Bolt

A home occupier was mowing their lawns on a property adjacent to a transmission tower. The day prior, the
service provider had been working at the tower. The mower went over a tower bolt, and the boit then contacted
their leg, leaving a mark, and fortunately not requiring medical treatment. The tower was part of a dismantling
project. The member of the publiccontacted Transpower to inform of the incident. Transpower then informed

the service provider. The neighbouring property was not included in the Primary Hazard Zone (PHZ) due to site
constraints.

17.12.2024

IMMEDIATE ACTION TAKEN

The service provider Construction Manager visited the home occupier to check on their wellbeing and
commenced an investigation.

ROOT CAUSE

® The Line Mechanic who dropped the tower bolt failed to inform their Supervisor which prevented the
appropriate action from being taken.

e PHZ management was challenging, with the neighbouring property included in the nominal PHZ, yet the
structure itself was not within the property.

Planning of the work did not effectively account for adjacent properties requiring inclusion within the PHZ.
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