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Wooden Pole & Conductor Condition 
Assessment
Designers Forum

Wood Pole Condition Guide Objectives

Improve the accuracy and efficiency of wood pole 
condition assessment and increase consistency within 

the utility industry.
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How the guide fits in

Condition assessments aggregate data from multiple 
sources
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Guidelines for visual assessments

Guidelines for sounding assessments
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Guidelines for probing/below ground assessments

Advanced  Assessments

• Usually proprietary, applying technology and data processing.

• The guide does not pick winners, but rather discusses 
selection criteria and how an advanced assessment should be 
incorporated into an overall program.
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Proposed standardised meaning for tags
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Project Schedule

• Targeted draft to be completed by April 1.

• Currently 80% done

• Working through remaining issues to gain a 
consensus document.

• Issue consultation draft – end May

Conductor Condition Assessment
Purpose of the Guide
1. Provide industry guidance for the assessment of overhead conductor health for 

evaluating serviceability and forecasting end of life.

2. Provide a visual assessment framework for conductor types commonly used in New 
Zealand to creating commonality in grading (for both engineering and disclosure 
purposes) and for exploring future correlations between visual assessment, remnant 
strength and serviceability.

3. Provide a common data collection framework to assist with information sharing 
between interested NZ EDB's and a possible common database.

4. To provide guidance on the development of a network wide conductor condition 
model utilising the UK DNO Common Methodology as a modelling method.
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Project history

• Started in 2020

• Small team worked during lockdown remotely to develop 
concepts and outline.

• Project stalled due to work commitments late 2020.

• Was parked pending development of wood pole guide so that 
the conductor guide will be consistent.

• Ready to start again now.

Conductor Grading Scale
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Conductor Grading Scale

Other Content

• Discussion of other condition assessment tools

• Standard specification for laboratory tests

• Guide to photographing conductors

• Common data collection template

• Guidance to constructing a CNAIM conductor model.
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Other Content

• Discussion of other condition assessment tools

• Guide to photographing conductors

• Standard specification for laboratory tests

• Common data collection template

• Guidance to constructing a CNAIM conductor model.

Next Steps

• Ready to restart

• If you are interested in being a part of the development let us 
know.
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