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Elevated Work Platforms (EWP) 

On 18 April 2019, an EWP (scissor lift type) was 

positioned underneath live 11kV power lines at a 

worksite in Masterton.   
A contractor who was completing an inspection of the 

EWP has climbed into the bucket and raised it into an 

unsafe position directly under the lines. 

A flashover between the live conductor and the EWP 

bucket has occurred and has unfortunately resulted in 

the contractor being fatally injured.  

 

Immediate actions and key learnings: 

This tragic incident reinforces the risks of operating plant and equipment near live lines.   
To avoid being exposed to this fatal risk, make sure you: 

• Undertake a review of where the plant is delivered 
 

• Designate laydown/ unloading areas and ensure appropriate supervision is in place 
 

• Advise suppliers and contractors of potential hazards including overhead lines 
 

• Ensure hazards and risks are appropriately managed when operating an EWP 

 

Questions? 

Contact Pete Lawn - Senior HSEQ Advisor (Electricity West) 

Phone: 0275 671 066 

Email: Peter.Lawn@powerco.co.nz 
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