Broken Cable Duct Covers

SUMMARY

Duct covers continue to be broken by vehicles being
driven over them to access switchyard equipment.
While all new and replacement pedestrian duct
covers are designed to carry light vehicles not
exceeding 2500 kg, many old and unrated duct
covers still exist.

This safety alert is a reminder that all duct covers
that are not rated/marked for safe vehicle crossing
must never be driven on without additional
structural support being provided.

CONSIDERATIONS

When planning any work consideration for access to equipment must be given. Below are some factors to
consider:

e Work Method Selection — Always select the best equipment for the job
o Ladder
o Portable Scaffold
o Knuckleboom
o Scissor Lift
e Vehicle access requirements
o Preferred route
o Available crossings

Where a duct crossing is required the following methods should be considered in order of preference:
1. Use existing designated vehicle crossings
2. Establish a new rated vehicle crossing for the work being undertaken
3. Use on-site portable fabricated crossings
4. Use portable ply board supports to spread the load during crossing

LEARNINGS
e Provision of safe vehicle access to switchyard equipment is a key component of planning the work

e Never drive vehicles on unrated/unmarked duct cable covers without providing addition structural
support to safely carry the load.
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