
  

 
 
Date of Issue: 3/12/2019   

  

 

While undertaking fault work to repair a damaged LV PILC cable, an employee used 
a sabre saw to cut the cable prior to commencing work.  

When the cut was made, the cable flashed over and resulted in the cable jointer 
receiving minor burns to his hand and arm. 

 

This event remains under investigation. 

 Serious burns  

 Prior to working on any cable, employees shall use several of the following 
identification methods (refer to your regions operating procedures): 

1)  Spike / Remote cut all cables prior to work 

2)  Have plans on site to identify the cables to be worked on. 

3)  Signal Generate or Identify the cable using ID technology / Locators. 

4)  Where practicable trace the cable back to it source / isolation point 

 Treat cables as live at all times, we must wear all PPE gear associated with 
live work until such time that the cables are isolated, cut and where practicable 
earthed / shorted out. If you cannot achieve these actions, we must contact 
our supervisors / managers and discuss how we intend to proceed or push 
back.  

ENI 105 Wellington Electricity 

SMEI – 1.302 Control of Work (Orange Book) 

SMEI – 3.03 Hazard Identification and Risk Management (Blue Book) 

SMEI – 3.717 Live LV Work 

Emily O’Brien – HSQE Manager – Wellington 


