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Date Issued: 20 Feb 2020 Incident Title: Electric Shock while excavating 
cable 

Event Details:  
On Tuesday, 18 February 2020, an excavation contractor experienced an electric shock while 
excavating cables near a pillar box on Main Street in Gore.  
An area on the footpath was being excavated using “hydrovac” equipment. The contractor observed 
a chunk of asphalt resting on top of uncovered cables and cleared it by hand. As the asphalt was 
contacted, the contractor felt an electric shock. 
It was found that the asphalt debris was resting on top of the cable joint that had been wrapped in 
insulation tape and voltage was present. Any insulation the tape was providing was compromised by 
water ingress from the hydrovac process. Insulation tape should not be used in underground 
applications. 

   
 
 

Immediate Actions: 
1. PowerNet staff member working at a nearby site was contacted and attended the scene. 
2. Bond Contracts employee reported to Gore Hospital for a check-up (no injury sustained). 
3. PowerNet staff member tested cable at the insulation tape covered joint and found voltage 

present (leakage through the insulation tape). 
4. Site made safe by PowerNet and investigation initiated. 

 
Important Information: 

There is a chance that historic underground cables may not be installed to current PowerNet 
standards. Until investigation outcomes are finalised, employees and contractors must consider 
excavation methodology and associated safety controls. 

 
For more information contact P Johnson HSE Manager pjohnson@powernet.co.nz Ph. 03 211 1899 
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