TRANSPOWER

Northland is running out of water as it continues to face an
extremely dry period. The combination of high winds and the dry
environment means even a small ignition source can rapidly
escalate into a major fire event.

This follows the fires which occurred in the South Island earlier
this year, where the dry environment was a major contributing
factor. The Fire Service has asked our industry to assist in
managing fire risks across the Northland region.

e Fire risk must be included in work pre-planning and site risk assessments. Assess the fire risk of
the proposed work, if not acceptable, consider deferring work.

e Avoid unnecessary use of vehicles in high risk areas, consider walking if practicable.
¢ Do not leave vehicles idling in fire risk areas, including hybrid vehicles.

¢ In high fire risk worksites have a fire prevention and response plan in place. Include escape
routes, assembly areas, fire response equipment, communication capability, location and
directions for emergency services etc.

¢ If a fire starts and cannot be controlled quickly then evacuate the site and call emergency services
straight away.
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