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RDF-TUI-A0013 ATV Tip Over on Access Track

WHAT HAPPENED?

Two Linesman driving an ATV between tower sites, on a narrow off-
road access track between structures, have contacted the cut face of
the track. This has caused the ATV to tip over onto its side. Both the
driver and passenger had seatbelts, hard hats and normal PPE on. The
terrain the ATV tipped over onto is relatively flat and the speed at
which the event occurred prevented further rollover or significant
damage to machine or crew.

Unfortunately, the driver’s instinct was to try to put his leg down, he
managed to get his leg over the door and outside of the vehicle which
caused bruising as the ATV cage rolled onto it. Two staff were assisted
by fellow team members, then management notified. The vehicle was
righted and checked over for damage

ROOT CAUSE

The lineman was relatively inexperienced (although trained) in the use of ATVs and made a simple navigational
error in finding the line down the hill to avoid the rough edge of the track. The ATV is left hand drive and the cut
track face was on the right-hand side making visibility difficult

o The ATVs have side safety nets that were not properly clipped into
place, these are recommended in the manufacturers Operators
Manual to be in place at all times.

e All ATVs have been checked to ensure all safety nets are in good
condition and staff have been reminded to use them correctly at all
times
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