
 

This Safety Alert is for information purposes only and it is not to be relied upon as expert or 
professional advice or services. You are responsible for obtaining appropriate professional advice. 

 

 
 
 

Event Number: 43540 

Maximo Number:  128138 

Event Date: 21/09/2020 
Classification: Serious Near Miss 

Internal and External Distribution  
 

Breach of Transpower Service Specification TP.SS.02.08 
Use of Helicopters, Issue 5. 
 

Description of Event:  
During a helicopter survey of the RTO-HTI-A line the helicopter flew under an overhead transmission 

line (HLY-TMN-A ). This crossing had not been identified in the flight plan. The distance between the 

line and the helicopter was estimated to be 22m. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contributing Factors:  

• Physical site visit not completed prior to works taking place. 
• Poor supervision during works. 
• Work Procedures and Service Specifications not refreshed with work crew prior to 

works.   
• Lack of knowledge within the work crew regarding flying under transmission circuits.     

 

Lessons Learnt:  

• Increase supervision, particularly when conducting non-routine work activities.  
• Reinforce importance of site specific pre-works planning and preparation for non-

routine tasks. Ensuring all procedural requirements for the client and Electrix are met.  
• Review the site specific work procedures with work crew and those planning the works 

prior to the start of work.   
 

For further information please contact Justin McNab, HSE Advisor, M: 021 861 796 
Date of release: 3/11/2020 

HLY-TMN A0211-0212, RTO-HTI A0617-

0618 Line crossing  

 

Flight plan which didn’t identify HLY-TMN 

A Line crossing 

 


