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WHAT HAPPENED? 
 

On Saturday, 24 February at about 8.30am, an aerial spraying 
contractor was undertaking helicopter spray operations near a 
transmission power line on a farm property at Rotoma. 

 
The pilot had completed two spray runs near the line and had 
refilled to complete the third run. It appears the direction 
taken for the third run was different to the previous two, and 
the pilot became disorientated as to where the power line was. 

 
The pilot saw he was approaching the line and swerved in the 
opposite direction, but the spray boom hit the power line. 

 

No injuries were sustained as a result. The helicopter spray boom was damaged and the power line tripped, 
causing a momentary loss of service. 

 

 
 

IMMEDIATE ACTION TAKEN 

 
• The helicopter pilot notified his CEO and engineer. Transpower was not advised until Monday 26 February. 

 

• Transpower inspected the line conductors for damage, with nothing significant found. 
 

• The Civil Aviation Authority and WorkSafe were notified. 
 

• The helicopter company completed a safety meeting with all staff on 27 February. 
 

ROOT CAUSE 
 

This incident is currently under investigation. 
 

LEARNINGS 

 
• Pilots need to ensure situational awareness of hazards at all times. 

 

• Pre-flight planning must take into account the proximity of transmission power lines. 
 

• Call Transpower’s 0800 THE GRID number at any time to ask questions about operating around our 
network. This number should be called as soon as practicable if you have impacted our assets in any way. 

 

• If you are working around Transpower’s lines you can contact Transpower or the CAA for GPS coordinates 
of towers. 
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