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Storm Damage Hazards

A recent incident involved a tree that had been uprooted by strong winds, however the tree remained
upright and teetering towards the overhead line. The work crew were unaware that the tree posed a
significant threat to their safety whilst they repaired poles and wires that had earlier been damaged by
other falling trees. The hazard was not identified until an inspection was completed two days later.

This incident had the potential to cause serious harm to our work mates. At PowerNet we don’t want
our work mates harmed and want to ensure that everyone is aware of all hazards so everyone can put
controls in place to prevent this type of event happening.
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Fig 1. Worksite after pole replacement completed

What we all need to do:

1. As we head in to spring, high winds tend to become more frequent, it's important that
we remain vigilant and always look beyond our worksites for hazardous conditions that
could affect or be detrimental to individuals, team members and public.

2. When conducting tailgate/hazard ID sessions during (or shortly after) storms, ensure the
work party has thoroughly inspected the worksite and surrounding area. Implement
control measures to reduce the risk so our people or the public are not harmed

Contact for further Information: Phil Johnson — Health, Safety & Environment Manager
Email: pjohnson@powernet.co.nz or phone: 027 283 4587
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