
 

 

 

 

 

Update on New Breakaway Bonding Lead for EWPs  

  

Description 

• These devices are available from Betacom. Their drawing above on the left shows the minimum disconnecting 
mechanical load of 22.5kgs and maximum load of 35kgs that each individual lead is tested to at the time of 
manufacturing. This drawing also provides electrical test results as well. 

• The drawing on the right shows the correct reconnection process for the device. Note that the fingers must 
be all aligned in the machined groove in the receiving connector. 

• The HIANZ booklet (Version 2, June 2016) ‘Using elevating work platforms safely’ limits the maximum 
allowable side force (tethering) to 400N (40kgs). The breakaway bond meets this requirement. 

 

Outcome 

• A working group are engaged with EWP manufacturers and hire companies to look to have permanent 
earthing plates welded to their machines, both at ground level and on the platform. 

• TP Service Providers will need to bolt/test the installation of copper strap/galvanized steel plate to the 
dedicated Plates fitted by the manufacturer or retrospectively by the hire company to the manufacturers 
specification. 

• Please note: To allow time the existing interim measure of installing a 25kA lead from a dedicated earthing lug 
on the chassis of an EWP to the conductor can be used up till the 30th June 2019. At this time TP will review 
the industry position on permanent Earthing Plates on all hired MEWPs to see if we are in a position to only 
allow Breakaways bonds to be used. This is our preferred position in time. 
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