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Discussion Themes
• Trends & Impacts – why are we concerned about copper theft?

• Physical & Technical Defence Strategies – which ones are 
working… are new issues arising?

• Collaboration & Sharing – can we take a stronger stand if we 
are all working together?

• Can we use our EEA / industry strength to influence change?



Pilot scheme involving police, metal recyclers aims to 
identify, deter copper thieves | RNZ



Please Report Stolen Metals

• Report Stolen Metals - Metal Recyclers
• https/nzamr.org.nz/report-stolen-metals

Association of Metal Recyclers
will immediately alert 
all their members 
so they can act proactively if 
suspect materials are 
circulating. 



Workshop Discussion Poionts:

A number of Critical Risks are present in Copper Theft Events: 
Examples/definitions:

Public Safety – Asset Interference/ Theft or Vandalism
Member of the public injured or exposed to potential for injury due to unauthorised access to network 
sites/assets for the purpose of theft and/or vandalism (i.e. leaving a potential exposure to live electrical 
sources).

Uncontrolled Release of Energy – Electricity
Employee, contractor or public exposed to an unplanned/uncontrolled release of electrical energy from 
damaged/unsafe network asset(s).

Work Capacity – Psychosocial Risk – Traumatic event
Employee or contractor injured or exposed to potential workplace factors causing serious mental harm, 
physical harm or death (including Mental harm such as Post traumatic stress disorders)



Workshop Discussion/Sharing summary:

What Critical Controls can we share across our industry to reduce 
the risk of fatalities or serious harm/severe illness from Copper Theft 
Events: 

• Critical Control 1 – Fit for purpose plant and equipment (design, 
installation and maintenance)

• Critical Control 2 – Safe operating procedures and practices

• Critical Control 3 – Safe People engagement, training and 
competency


