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Tower Refurbishment Blast Suits

During January and February 2016 the Northpower Refurbishment team
completed the trial of their new blast and wash-down suit which is now in
full use.

The suit was manufactured by a local supplier Swazi with the design led by
the Northpower Refurbishment team.

This is the first of its kind with many improvements over original blast suits
including:

e 8calrating

*  60% lighter than the original blast suits

e Kevlar reinforced exceeding previous blast protection

e Water proof and breathable

e Far better mobility and comfort levels

* Reduced fatigue and improved productivity

This has been an exciting and innovative experience and it is great to now
see the suit in full use. It has created some interest amongst other service
providers and 2 others are looking to use the new suit.

Feedback from the teams: H&S Rep; Tuhiwai Hauiti-Parapara:

The boys really love them and once they used their Swazi suit there was no turning back to anything used in the past.
You can really see the difference when you watch someone climb in a Swazi suit. There are no restrictions on
movement in the suit; it moves with your body (no matter what body shape) giving far greater mobility and
manoeuvrability to get in to those tricky positions. No parts of the suit get caught or snagged on the tower when
moving and because there is no excess fabric, it minimises the chance of inadvertently snagging open the latch of any
pole straps.

The suits are light and breathable during hot weather conditions yet holds warmth during inclement weather i.e. cold
southerlies, rain and the colder winter months. It features a neoprene cuff in the sleeves that prevent any water
running down the arms. The added protection around the neck with a neck strap and hood on these suits eliminates
any overspray of blast matter getting in and down under the suit.

After assessing everyone's suit we can also confirm that there is no sign of wear and tear. All the stitching is still fully
intact and there are no rips or tears in any suit so to sum up the Swazi blast suits provide supreme comfort, full body
protection, definitely hard wearing and we all look smart and professional.

Tomasi Raudreudre "the new suit is great, it's really light and has better movement. And because it's light, if it gets
wet, it dries really quickly too."
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