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Vegetation Worker Falls Down Shaft

Location: DOB-BWR-A SPAN 74-75
Incident:  Vegetation Worker fell forward into deep vertical hole concealed by foliage

EVENT
On Monday 14" March 2016 an ETL worker was cutting vegetation

on a hillside slope between poles 74 and 75 on the Dobson to
Blackwater A Line, on the West Coast of the South Island.

The worker was walking across fern covered ground whilst cutting
surrounding vegetation. As he stepped forward the ground gave
way beneath him. He fell forward into a hole which opened up to
be 2m x 1m (oval shaped) with a depth of 4m.
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Typical ground cover in area

Subsequent investigation has ‘revealed the
hole resembles an abandoned mine shaft
which is narrow at the top but opens up to be
bell shaped at the bottom.

The worker fell to the bottom of the shaft and
landed on his neck/left shoulder. He waited
until his workmate stopped his chainsaw to re-
fuel, and was then able to shout and gain his
attention. He was subsequently able to climb

37 from the shaft via a 4 metre ladder that the
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crew had on site.

The worker was taken to Greymouth Hospital for an x-ray and assessment before being released. No fracture of
any nature was identified. He has some bruising and muscle strain but was able to return to work on alternative
duties the following day.

IMMEDIATE ACTIONS

e Medical attention for injured worker
e Hazard advised to landowner and placed on Transpower line asset register
e Shaft to be fenced to protect others
e Abandoned work at this site
e Commenced ICAM investigation
For more information Name: Robyn Scott

please contact: Designation: Health & Safety Co-Ord.
Ph: Mob: 03 768 2724
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