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1. What happened?  
 
As part of the seismic upgrade works being completed on the Condenser Building at 
Haywards Substation, there is a requirement to remove paint coatings on the concrete 
parapet. This was being done using a 5” grinder with a concrete sanding disc. Gloves 
were being worn at the time of the incident. The staff member’s hand slipped, making 
contact with the back of the sanding disc causing injury to his finger. 

 
 

2. Issue Identified:  
 

Initial indications are that a number of factors were involved. Firstly, the secondary 
handle on the grinder had been removed at some stage. The handle was on site, but 
was not in use. It is unclear who removed it and when. Secondly, the gloves being worn 
do not appear to have been appropriate for the task. Thirdly, the staff member involved 
was not fully concentrating on the task at hand. 

 
3. Remedial Actions:  

 
The contractor stopped work and reported to the site office for first aid, followed by a 
visit to Hutt hospital. He returned back to the hospital the following day to have stitches 
in his finger. 
 
Investigation is underway to determine: 
 

 A better secondary handle system for grinders 

 Maintaining concentration and focus on the task at hand 

 Glove types for this type of work 

 
 

4. Key Message:  
 
Secondary handles must be attached to all grinders being used on Transpower 
sites until further notice. 

 
 
Date of Safety Alert Issue: Friday 15th April 2016 

 

 

 

 

 


