
 

Lessons Learnt – LL069 
Cable boxes left exposed 

This Alert is applicable to:  

Fibre  Distribution X Transmission  Wider Business  

 Date of issue: 24/05/2016 

Incident Description  

Date incident happened 03/03/2016 

Where it happened Winstone Aggregrate - 541 Hebden Cresent 

What happened Six cable boxes were left exposed following the commissioning of a 
new switchboard.  Once identified as a risk and an unacceptable 
practice (to leave covers off), the site supervisor was instructed to 
reinstate the covers and notify WE* Control thereof.  Covers were 
reinstated but WE* was not advised and no Access Permit was 
issued. The team leader fitting the covers breached the M.A.D.  

Why it happened Site supervisor believed that as the uncovered cable boxes were 
within a secured area, with only WE* authorized personnel having 
access, the risks were mitigated. 

The important things you 
should remember about this 

Cable boxes must be covered prior to commissioning even in 
secured environments.   

What you must do in future 
OR 
What will happen next 

Always cover exposed cable boxes prior to commissioning. Always 
ensure good communication between field crews and Network 
Control. Staff to always follow required SM-EI rules 

SM-EI Reference/ Hazard 
Register ID 

SM-EI, Blue Book, Clause 3.402 & 3.703  

Released by: David Querido, HSQE Manager, Wellington 

 


