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Incident Description  

Date incident happened 29th September 2016  

Where it happened Rangiotu Road, South of Palmerston North 

What happened A  Northpower Tower Refurbishment employee suffered a blasting injury 
when the blast units were turned back on after being shut down for the 
change of water supply.  Fortunately the injuries sustained were minor. 

Why it happened  The operator failed to remove the safety magnet from the gun 
controller as well as leaving his blast nozzle draped over the steel 
member.  

 The Supervisor had communicated to the crew via the headsets that 
the units were being turned back on but there was no confirmation 
from each crew member that they were ready.   

 The operator did not have time to let the Supervisor know he wasn’t 
ready because he was still trying to pull himself into position when 
the machine had been turned off.   

The important things you 
should remember about this 

 Never leave the blast nozzle unattended 
 Before repositioning or carrying out any other task the magnet must 

be removed.  
 Under no circumstances is the magnet to be re-engaged unless the 

operator has full control of the blast hose and has been given 
clearance to start from the operator on the ground.   

 The operator on the ground must have confirmation from each 
individual that they are in position to continue works.  

What you must do in future 
OR 
What will happen next 

The logic on the remote toggles has now been set to ensure that when 
the ground unit is powered down the gun cannot start up again, even if 
the ground unit is powered up again.  The operator must now remove 
their magnet and replace it back into the start position and only then will 
the unit be able to restart. 

Released by: Janine Wagstaff – Transmission HSQE Manager 

 


