
 

 

   

 INCORRECT USE OF EMERGENCY SHOWERS  

   
 

 

Date of Incident: Wednesday 2nd November 2016 

What happened? 

While undertaking inspections of the Emergency Showers it was noted that the shower was 
missing its anti-tamper device (plastic tie). Closer inspection found the shower nozzle and hose 
contained foreign (dry dirt) residue. The Ball Valve was in the “ON” position and not in the “OFF” 
position as required. The multi-mode shower nozzle was in “Jet” mode and not “Shower” mode 
as required. 

 

Immediate action required: 

1. Cleaned foreign residue off the hose and shower nozzle as this would be unhygienic and could 
cause infection to a burn victim. 

2. Recoiled the hose to make sure there were no kinks to stop water flow. 
3. Turned shower nozzle to its correct “Shower” mode position. If in ‘jet' mode could cause 

permanent damage from a jet of water striking the emergency shower user. 
4. Turned the Ball Valve to its correct “OFF” position as required. This removes pressure in the 

hose. 
5. The shower cabinet was closed and new anti-tamper device fitted. 
 
Emergency Showers shall NOT be used for cleaning equipment, workers, or any other general 
use.  It must be reserved for the use as an Emergency Showers only e.g. to treat burns. 
 
 

For more information, please contact: 
Chris Humble – Senior Project Manager/Contract Manager 

+64 27 436 7360      
Date of Safety Alert Issue: December 2016 

 


