Cut to Hand

This Alert is applicable to:

Lessons Learnt Alert — LL047

| Fibre | | Distribution | v | Transmission | | Wider Business | |

Date of issue: 30/04/2015

Incident Description
Date incident happened 16/04/2015
Where it happened Solomon Island’s Electricity Authority materials store

What happened

Why it happened

The important things you
should remember about this

What you must do in future
OR
What will happen next

SM-EI Reference/ Hazard
Register ID

Whilst unpacking 11kV circuit breakers from plywood packing crates to
undertake an inspection for possible transit damage, a sheet of plywood slid
down and caught the injured persons left hand between the thumb and index
finger. The pointed end of the steel corner sheet metal angle strengthening
bracing along the edge of the plywood sheet cut through his glove, penetrating
the flesh between the thumb and index finger.

The workers had been unable to remove all of the screws from the corner
reinforcement sheet metal angle as a number of self tapping screws had been
used in the factory instead of the captive nut/machine screw combination on
other packing crates.

The corner reinforcement sheet-metal angle had been mitred to make a neat
join however sharp point had been created.

Because the screws were unable to be removed the decision was made to lift
the two sheet sections off together. The additional size of the combined sheets
made it unwieldy to handle.

One of the team had left site for a short time to obtain additional equipment.
The two workers who remained on site did not appreciate the additional
handling requirements and in order to continue with the job at hand proceeded
before the third worker returned to site.

The sharp edges of the sheet metal had been identified as a potential hazard
however when the conditions changed (plywood panels were unable to be
removed separately and only two people were left on site to handle the
additional unwieldy sheets), the consequences were not fully evaluated and
appreciated.

Ensure that the risk from sharp edges is isolated or minimized.
Stop work until resources identified as being required to undertake the task are
available.

Not applicable
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