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Safety Alert — 28 January 2015
Near Miss — Repair of Gas Leak Above Failed Low Voltage Cable Fault

What happened?

A low voltage resin filled breech cable joint on an old paper lead cable failed in the Hamilton
CBD. The cable failure caused damage to a low pressure gas pipe. A service provider to the gas
company excavated the site which was then sprayed with water and fire retardant foam before
the repair of the gas line started. The repair was completed whilst the faulted cable underneath
was still live.

The Issue:
There was significant risk associated with introducing water into the faulted cable area and then
performing work on the gas line above the failed cable joint.

Recommended actions:
Gas contractors should;
1. Identify the nature and cause of the damage to a gas pipeline. A burned or melted
pipeline would be an indication of an energy source, most likely electricity
2. ldentify other services near the damage, especially underground power cables

Emergency Services should be aware that underground electricity cables may be near other

utilities, such as gas pipelines and if the cause of the damage is not known, the use of water
should be avoided.

Page 1 of 1



