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Safety Alert — 14 January 2015

Potential presence of Asbestos in older Service Pillars

Risk Identified
There are older pillars on the network made from materials other than plastic. This includes
fibreglass and fibre cement. Some of the fibre cement pillars may contain Asbestos.

The fibre cement pillars are round, look like concrete
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d have a slightly domed top.
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Breaking, drilling or cutting such materials could cause the release and possible ingestion of

Asbestos fibres which are a known carcinogen (can cause cancer)

Immediate Response (effective 13 January 2015)

Publicise this Safety Alert to all staff

Assess all pillars encountered and, if they are made from anything other than plastic, treat
them as potentially containing Asbestos

Apply Asbestos safe handling procedures for the handling of the pillar including gloves and
full face helmet. (A helmet with arc rated full face shield should be worn when accessing
service pillars.)

Never cut, drill or apply any tools that could dislodge fibres

If not totally familiar with the correct procedure, do not touch the pillar

In all instances, immediately report the pillar for assessment.

Further Actions

Locate suspect pillars and prove the presence of asbestos.
Continue with the programme for the replacement of all of this type of pillar over time

Issued by Bill Doig, HSC Manager, WEL Networks
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