
Location:  Balclutha Substation 

Incident:   Insulator Packaging contained insects 

 

 

 

 

ElectroNet Transmission uncovered some unusual insects at BAL in the insulator packaging. 

The insects were discovered after the completion of the post insulator installation on C1 and C2. An ETL 

staff member proceeded to saw the base off insulator protection baton cases and apply them to the in 

position insulators for in situ protection. After cutting 4 cases a number                                                         

of crawling insects as well as dead insects were observed around the                                                

immediate work area. Staff members were unable to identify the insects. 

They were contained and sealed up in the packaging. It would appear                                                          

that the insects were contained in the cases from the shipping source.                            

The Ministry of Primary Industry has been notified and have requested                                                   

photos and physical samples, which have been sent to their Christchurch Office. 

The Ministry will give guidance on actions to be taken from this point forward, but it is understood they 

will take the packaging and arrange analysis or disposal. 

Live Insects in Insulator Packaging
EVENT 

IMMEDIATE ACTIONS 

 Contained Insects 

 Advised Ministry of Primary Industry and Management 

BEST PRACTICE RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Inspection of packaging for structural damage, or breakage to seals or weather proofing, 
 which could have resulted in damage to equipment or access for insects or vermin 

 Any concerns identified during inspection should be photographed 

 Equipment should be carefully unpacked whilst looking out for insects or vermin 

 If any insects or vermin detected, report to Ministry of Primary Industry and Management and 
 follow their instructions 

 References:  Ministry of Primary Industry – www.mpi.govt.nz 

   https://containerchecks.maf.govt.nz/ATFList.aspx  
   (for information relating to container checks – i.e. Sea Container Inspection Reports)  

For more information Name:   Robyn Scott 
please contact: Designation: Health & Safety Co-Ord. 
 Ph: Mob:  03 768 2724 

 email rscott@electronet.co.nz 

 Date 28 February 2014 


