
Safety Advice 17-2017 (NZ) (Mar) 
(Transmission)  

Safety Advice 17-2014 courtesy of Northpower and Transpower outlines a 
potentially serious finger cut when attempting to free a rattle gun socket fitting 
that was the wrong size for the job. 

The full safety advice follows below.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++



 

Safety Alert 
Injury resulting in the incorrect use of a Rattlegun 

Date of issue: 17.03.14 Issued by: Janine Wagstaff 

Incident Description 

Date of Event  12th February 2014 

Location  HEN MPE A Attachment point replacement 

Time Approximately 1500 

Injuries/Damage sustained Cut finger (First Aid)  

Event Description Whilst changing working point attachments on a structure an imperial nut became stuck 
in the metric socket of a rattle gun.  The employee put his finger inside the socket to try 
and free the nut and inadvertently hit the trigger by compressing it on the side of the 
cross arm steel, spinning the nut onto the IP's finger resulting in a cut to the finger.   
 

The employee sustained a cut and applied first aid on site.   
 

 
Note: If the IP had not been wearing his gloves the injury may have resulted in the loss 
of his finger. 

Initial Actions Taken As a precaution the cut was checked over at the doctor’s rooms by a nurse and redressed. 

Message Lessons to be taken from this: 
 

The work pack for the replacement of attachment points was very thorough.  The Daily 
Site Briefing and Hazard Identification sheet identified all the potential hazards and there 
was reference to electrical equipment and the requirement to check test date / tags and 
that the operators competent. 

 

REMEMBER – STOP, THINK, PREVENT AND 
“DON’T TAKE SHORTCUTS” 


