
 

 

 

 

The following advice is extracted from a Dominion Post article dated 11 November 
2014.  Available information indicates that the downed low voltage overhead 
conductor was in all likelihood at the minimum permissible conductor height above 
the road.  The house mover had not sought permission to haul the house load (which 
was of sufficient height to strike the LV conductor) through the network area. 

The Dominion Post article:  “Sheep and two farm dogs were killed after house 
movers knocked down a live power line and left it in a ditch. 

A shepherd narrowly missed the same fate when he went to check on the missing 
livestock. Fortunately, a farmer stopped him from touching the animals, just in time, a 
court has heard. 

Britton Housemovers and director Arthur Britton pleaded guilty to failing to prevent 
harm and breaching the Health and Safety Act, when appearing in the Hastings 
District Court yesterday. 

Last December Britton, 65, was driving a truck carrying a house along Herbertville 
Rd, in central Hawke's Bay, when it touched a low-voltage power line, a summary of 
facts states. The line was not covered by any insulating material. 

An employee nudged it off the house with a bit of wood. The line snapped and 
landed in a dry roadside ditch. The housemoving convoy passed on, without 
securing the area or alerting authorities. 

Farmer Brian Speedy and shepherd Phillip Hanley waited till the road was clear 
before moving stock. 

Some of the house movers waved at the pair, but did not tell them about the risk 
from the downed power line, the summary of facts states. 

Several sheep stepped on the power line and were electrocuted. Two dogs were 
killed when they touched the electrocuted animals. 

Hanley reached out to grab the dead sheep, but was pulled back at the last moment 
by Speedy. 

Meanwhile, a school bus stopped not far from the downed wire to pick up children. 

Speedy and Hanley chased the house movers to tell them what happened. After a 
dispute, a house mover returned to put cones down near the line. 

Britton and his team went on to deliver the house before returning to the scene, and 
Speedy alerted the emergency services. 

WorkSafe prosecutor Steve Symon said at a recent sentence indication hearing that 
Britton had been warned after a similar incident in 2011. 

Defence lawyer Andrew Harris said Britton accepted that what he did was stupid. 

Britton will be sentenced next month.” 


