
 

FIRST Alert – SA250 
Arm Injury When Earthing Out Tower 
 
This Alert is applicable to (please tick):  

Distribution  Transmission X General Business Distribution  

 
Date of issue: 02/12/2014    

Incident Description 

Date of Event  24/11/2014 

Location  TWR 285 BPE-HAY A Paraparaumu 

Time 11:15 

Injury sustained Ruptured tendon left arm 

Event Description 

 
 

Initial Actions Taken  The extent of the injury was not realised until 6pm – prior to that the 
employee had come down from the tower and worked from the ground.  

 NPSAFE notified  

 Project Manager notified and he took the injured employee to hospital.  

Key Learning’s The injured man was not correctly positioned to undertake this task. The 
winds were strong on this morning and all 3 employees had radio headsets. 
The supervisor on the ground had told the employee to stop and hold the 
earth below him and swing it up on to the line but the injured employee 
didn’t hear this instruction. 

Investigation underway – Final Alert will be issued on the investigations 
completion  

This alert was released by: Janine Wagstaff – 0274 595660 

 

Northpower employee was earthing out 
a tower and when he placed the earth 
on to the conductor he felt a ‘pop’ in his 
upper arm.   

The earth stick was heavier than usual 
because it required an extra piece of 
earth stick to enable it to reach an 
outside angle.   He was attempting to 
apply the earth by putting it above his 
head and over extending himself to 
lower the stick on to the conductor.    


