
 

 

 

A Steel Fixer was drilling holes for the reinforcing starter bars in a concrete transfer beam. When aligning the 

concrete drill with the marking for the hole the person steadied the drill by holding the drill bit with his left hand. 

He then inadvertently activated the operation trigger while still holding the drill bit. This caused the drill bit to grab 

the glove he was wearing and the drill attempted to wrap his left ring finger around the drill bit. 

This resulted in a broken finger and severe tearing of the skin. 

 

       Photo 1: Glove being worn                        Photo 2: The result  
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Photo 3: Accident Scene 

 First Aid  

 Patient taken to Accident & Emergency 

 Work Safe Informed  

 Work stopped in area and scene contained 

 Reporting instigated   

Incorrect use of power tool 

 

 

For more information Ben Bulling 
please contact: HSCR Project Supervisor 
 Mob: 021 629 954 

 ben.bulling@transpower.co.nz 

Reinforcing starter bar 

holes being drilled 

IMMEDIATE ACTION TAKEN 

 

ROOT CAUSE 

 

LEARNINGS 

 • Always respect tools and use them correctly. 
• Ensure that loose clothing & PPE  is kept clear of rotating equipment at all times 
• Spend the time and observe your work mates working practices… If you see a practice 

that does not look safe, have the courage and speak up. 
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