
Safety Advice 07-2010 (Dec)(NZ) 
 

 
Line Mechanic Fatal Fall  
 
On Thursday the 9th of December 2010 an experienced Line Mechanic received 
fatal injuries when the pole he was harnessed to fell down a bank.  
 
On initial inspection it appears the bank had become unstable and the pole broke 
through the ground falling down the bank whilst work was being completed on the 
cross arm. The pole was a 10m pre-stressed concrete carrying two de-energised 
Low Voltage conductors on a slight corner. 
 
This accident is being investigated by the Department of Labour, New Zealand 
Police and the company. More information will be made available once the 
accident reports are completed. 
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