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Safety Advice 06-2012 (March)(NZ)

The following quoted company internal alert is circulated as an initial EEA
Safety Advice of a flashover incident with burns.

Incident

“While installing a logger into .... padmount substation .... the metal at the
rear of the case which housed the voltage and current recording equipment
made contact with live components causing a flashover.

The electrician received superficial burns to (the) neck and face. The
electricians fire retardant overall jacket, protective safety glasses, and
insulated gloves all sustained fire damage, however the correct wearing of
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) significantly reduced the extent of
injuries.

The electrician removed (the) overall jacket and contractors at the site applied
water to (the) face and neck burns. The electrician then alerted the Control
Room. Two Linemen working nearby responded to the call they heard across
the radio and drove to site. They applied burn gel bandages until emergency
services arrived. The first aid applied at site greatly reduced the extent of the
burns.

The employee was flown to .... hospital for assessment, admitted overnight
for observation and then released.

The power was disconnected at site while initial assessments were
undertaken and evidence was gathered. Repairs to equipment within the
padmount sub were completed and power reinstated.”

The above incident is still under investigation: however any subsequent
available information will be released as a supplementary EEA Safety Advice.
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