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The Safety Alert dated 18 April 2013 from Electrix outlines a cutting disc 
failure having potential for serious harm to the user of the hand-held electric 
tool.  This Safety Alert that follows emphasises the need for procurement 
process to specify and purchase equipment that is suited for intended 
purpose, and for users to check they have selected the correct tool fitting 
before commencing use of the hand held equipment.   
 
The Safety Alert incident outline follows. 
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 Safety Alerts are advisory only. They contain limited information on an event which has 
been investigated and reported and the key findings of the investigation are published as 
a Safety Alert to highlight the key learnings from the event 
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Cutting disc shattered during use 

 
Electrix Event Number                                              

10903 

 

The Issue 

Cut Off disc disintegrated whilst being used.                           

 

What Happened 

Whilst cutting an aluminium jumper flag with a 100mm Angle Grinder the disc shattered. The crew member 

using the grinder was wearing full PPE, including safety glasses and gloves.  

No persons were injured as a result of the event. 

 

Findings 

Equipment choice 

The manufacturer of the disc lists this model disc as being suitable for thin sheet metal and thin-walled profiles 

and tubes. The manufacturer produces cut off blades that are more suitable for the application that we have 

been undertaking. On the shop shelf, the different models of disc look very similar. 

Use of tool; 

Inadvertent hand movement may have caused the disc to flex beyond its design tolerances, causing the disc to 

shatter. 

 

 

Immediate Actions Required 

There are many, many different types of cut off disc available. Take extra care to accurately explain to your 

supplier, the intended application for your purchase to help ensure that you have the most suitable tool for 

the task. 

 

The disc that failed was thought to be suitable for the task being undertaken; however there are alternatives 

that are more suitable.  

Take extra care to accurately explain to your supplier, the intended application for your purchase to help 

ensure that you are provided with the most suitable tool/equipment for the task. 

Ensure that staff are aware of the manufacturer’s directions for use and that the correct technique is used 

 

For more information please contact Dave Whale, TCEN QSE Assessor at 021 868 745  

Date 18 April 2013 -
Revised 

 


