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Safety Advice 12-2009 (NZ)

Pole Failure & Line Mechanic Fall

On Monday the 30" of November 2009 an experienced Line Mechanic fell from a
pole when it failed after the conductors had been removed. The Line Mechanic
fell approximately 15m to the ground. He was air lifted to Hospital where he was
treated for back injuries. He was discharged from hospital four days later.

On initial inspection it appears the pole broke at ground level where it was found
to have areas of dry rot. The pole which was in excellent condition above the
ground was an angle pole and was carrying a single 33kV circuit with two twisted
7/080 conductors per phase.

This accident is being investigated by the Department of Labour and an
independent internal investigator. More information will be made available once
the accident reports are completed.
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