
Safety Advice 13-2013 (May)(NZ) 
 

 
Safety Advice 13-2013 outlines an incident that occurred during the process of 
dismantling the de-commissioned 33kV outdoor switchyard at Wairau Road 
Substation. 
 
The incident highlights the importance of wearing PPE. 
 
A full incident outline follows below. 
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 Safety Alerts are advisory only. They contain limited information on an event which has 
been investigated and reported and the key findings of the investigation are published as 
a Safety Alert to highlight the key learnings from the event 
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Wairau Road 33kV switchyard hand injury 
 
E11278 The event is currently under investigation 
 
During the process of dismantling the de-commissioned 33kV outdoor switchyard at Wairau Road Substation 
an Electrix apprentice suffered a laceration to the palm of his left hand.  
 
The apprentice was wearing protective gloves at the time of the event, however the edge of a broken 
porcelain insulator that had been placed into a scrap bin cut through the glove and into his palm.  
 
Following first aid treatment on site the Apprentice was taken to the local Accident and Emergency 
department where, following x-rays the wound was cleaned and closed.  
 
The apprentice returned to site and has had approval to perform light duties until fully recovered. 
 

 
 
Immediate Actions Taken 
 
‘Outdoor structure removal work methodology’ - full review completed, changes made include; 
 
Items once placed in scrap bins are not to be moved by hand  
Additional steps taken to reduce manual handling/weight 
An additional scrap bin is to be hired (To segregate heavy metal and Porcelain/smaller items) 
 
PPE 
Gloves worn for the work have been replaced to provide increased ‘cut’ resistance (Level 5) 
 
Communication 
The event has been discussed with the project team.  
 
 
For further details please contact Stephen Noble HSE Coordinator 021 415303  Date 03.05.2013 
 
  

Initial Findings 
 
The gloves being worn at the time of the event were suitable for 
the task.  
 
The gloves prevented further injury. 
 
The hazard associated with the sharp edges on the porcelain was 
not identified.  
 
 
 


