
Safety Advice 15-2013 (June)(NZ) 

The following safety alert and subsequent safety communication are provided 
courtesy of Transpower and Electrix.  The information indicates that a primary 
cause of the reported vehicle-into-bridge collision was variation in ice 
conditions between the bridge and the road before and after.  Reportedly, the 
road before and after was clear of ice, but the bridge was heavily iced.  This 
may indicate that variations in local road substrate or structure may 
significantly influence localised ice conditions.  It is quite possible that driver 
expectations about ice conditions may have been influenced by absence of 
ice on the adjacent stretch of road. 

The EEA strongly recommends that all vehicle drivers should be briefed about 
this incident, in particular to recognise that bridge ice conditions can be very 
different from adjacent stretches of road, as illustrated by this incident.  All 
drivers understanding this information may save lives.

The Safety Alert and subsequent Safety Communication about this incident 
follow.
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EMR 11547 vehicle roll over 
 

At 07:30am on Tuesday 11
th

 June an Electrix vehicle being driven to work lost control, collided with a 

bridge side abutment and rolled off the road and down a bank. The driver of the vehicle was not 

injured.  
 

Electrix staff following ten minutes behind the vehicle arrived at the scene, attended to the driver 

and made the scene safe until the police arrived. 
 

As a precaution the driver was taken to the local medical centre where he was discharged and given 

the all clear to return to work. 

 

 
 

The Police have decided not to investigate the event and commented that the driver  

‘Is a lucky man’, as the bridge ‘Was a sheet of ice’. 
 

The vehicles force, when it collided with the concrete abutment was sufficient to rip the left hand 

wheel and associated suspension set off the vehicle. The momentum ensured that the (out of 

control) vehicle continued past the end of the bridge, toppling off the road and rolling down the road 

side bank. 
 

Root Cause; Ice was present on the bridge surface (Ahuriri River, Omarama) but not on the road 

surface prior to or past the bridge.  
 

Driving conditions; adverse weather and hazardous environmental conditions must be identified 

prior to commencing travel and continually reassessed during the journey.  

 

Vehicles must be driven to the conditions.  
 

 Additional details; Stephen Noble HSE Coordinator                                                         Date 11
th

 June 2013 




