
Safety Advice 03-2013 (Apr)(NZ) 
 

 
 
TBS Group Safety/Environmental Alert 8, dated 03 April 2013, is circulated as 
EEA Safety Advice 03-2013.  This has been shared with the wider industry 
courtesy of Transpower and the TBS Group to highlight awareness of 
ensuring effective protection in the use of Kevlar reinforced protective blasting 
trousers. 
 
This incident is under investigation, and the EEA will circulate any 
supplementary advices as further information becomes available. 
 
Mick Andrews from TBS Farnsworth can be contacted for further information 
in relation to this incident on 0274 986 226. 
 
The full description of the incident is set out below 
 

 
  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



 

3-Apr-13 
 

 

 SAFETY/ENVIRONMENTAL 
ALERT - ISSUE 8 

Issue Authority – This Safety /Environmental Alert Issued by: 

Name: Lee Busby Position: HS&E Manager Issue Date: 03.04.2013 

 
Information 

Subject: Water / abrasive blasting injury 

Date of Accident/Incident/Spill or Notification: Tuesday 02.04.13 

Time of Accident/Incident/Spill or Notification: 12.45 pm 

Site: Hen Mpe A Line Tower 236 Project: Hen Mpe A Line CP 608 22 06 01WID 37353 

Investigation commenced:  
Tuesday 02.04.13: 1.30 pm James MacDonald Compliance Officer Tower Painting Division; Robert Glover Linetech 
assisting. 
Person(s) to contact for more information: Mick Andrews (0274 986 226) 

 
Brief Description of Incident/Accident/Spill or Notification 

 
At 12.45 pm on Tuesday 02.04.13 a tower painting employee 
suffered a water / abrasive blasting injury to his lower right 
leg. The employee was working in the lower section of the 
tower at anticlimb height. During a relocation manoeuvre the 
abrasive blast gun glanced across his lower leg. The blast 
penetrated the skin in-between bottom of knee area top calf. 
The injured employee was immediately taken to the local 
medical centre & transferred to hospital. The open wound 
was x-rayed to detect any foreign bodies. Surgery is to be 
performed on 03.04.13. The standard industry alert card was 
produced at time of admittance to hospital. 
The operator was wearing Kevlar reinforced PPE clothing (the 
leg of which is shown in the photograph). 
 
An initial investigation has identified that the injured 
employee had tucked his blasting trousers into his gumboot 
and folded the surplus material right to left. This moved the 
reinforced section of the garment past the centre line 
exposing the outside of his leg with material which is not 
reinforced. 
 
 
Consequences of the Incident/Accident/Spill or Notification – Injury, damage, loss of property, environmental 
impact, business exposures 

A thorough investigation is in progress. 

 
Proposed Action to be taken by recipients to this Alert 

All employees using these garments should ensure employees fold surplus from each side to 
the rear of the leg to ensure the reinforced panel provides protection from the 9 o’clock to 3 
o’clock area of the leg. 

 


