
Safety Advice 19-2013 (NZ) 
 

 
 
The following Incident Alert (courtesy of ABB and Transpower) outlines a 
finger-tip sever incident.  This occurred while an employee was closing a 
heavy sliding door, pinching the finger-tip between the locking brackets on the 
moving and stationary parts.  The EEA will pass on any further available 
information post-investigation, including any design changes to the locking 
arrangement for future prevention.  The EEA recommends that all asset 
owners and contractors review and act on their hazard identification for this 
category of hazard. 
 
The EEA thanks ABB and Transpower for sharing this First Alert for wider 
preventive effect.  The detailed First Alert follows. 
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Severed Finger: Sliding Door 

 EVENT 

 

IMMEDIATE ACTIONS 

 

 The hazard board has been updated to reflect the hazard and the door has been left padlocked.  

 ABB notify Opus of the incident and will request an inspection and rectification of the hazard. 

 
For more information Name: Scott Breman (ABB) 
please contact: Designation: Area Manager, Taranaki 
 Mob: 021 304 413  

 scott.breman@nz.abb.com 

 Date: 14.06.2013 

At the completion of a shift on the Wanganui 

Thermal Upgrade project an employee pushed a 

heavy sliding the door closed with his right hand. 

The employee’s pinkie finger slipped and 

became jammed between the padlock bracket 

on the door, and the padlock bracket on the 

building frame. The resultant injury was the 

amputation of the tip of the employee’s finger 

from the fingernail. Compression was 

immediately applied to the severed finger.  

 

The injured employee was driven to Wanganui 

hospital and a colleague removed the severed 

fingertip and placed in a small plastic bag to take 

to the hospital. 

 

Once the injured employee was attended to 

colleagues returned to site, closed the sliding 

door, padlocked it and tagged it as unsafe to 

operate. An investigation is underway. 
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