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Safety Advice 22-2013 (Aug) (NZ)

The following safety alert courtesy of Electrix and Transpower provides initial
safety critical information about an incident in which an unsecured extension
boom slid out of its housing, causing the bucket attached to the extension to
fall to the ground.

The incident is under investigation and any further information will be
communicated by supplementary advice as this becomes available. The
safety alert follows:
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Personnel bucket detachment from truck mounted crane

EMR12189

Event description;

During routine maintenance at Gore Substation a personnel bucket while being lowered became detached
from the truck mounted crane. The staff member in the personnel bucket who was attached via a harness
and lanyard was not injured. No damage to equipment occurred and all work was stopped.

The personnel bucket was attached to a manual 3 metre extension boom (which was still in the ‘stowed’ or
‘transport’ position). While manoeuvring the crane arm, with the bucket approximately 1.5 metres from the

ground the extension boom slid out of the crane arm towards the ground.

The personnel bucket came into contact with the ground, it rolled forwards at which point the extension
boom became detached from the crane arm and dropped to the ground.

Truck mounted crane with extension
boom stowed for transport

Extension boom inserted

Locking pin

Preliminary Findings;

The operator did not identify that the extension boom was in the ‘stowed’ or ‘transport’ position with the
locking pin in position. When the operator attached the personnel bucket the locking pin was withdrawn to
secure the bucket to the extension boom.

The operator did not identify or recognise the need to withdraw the extension boom and insert the locking
pin (securing the extension boom to the crane arm) prior to operation.

This event is currently under investigation.

Further details contact Russell Eddy Regional Manager 021 2215615 28.08.2013

Safety Alerts are advisory only. They contain limited information on an event which has
been investigated and reported and the key findings of the investigation are published as
a Safety Alert to highlight the key learnings from the event
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