
Safety Advice 25-2013 (Aug) (NZ) 

Network Waitaki has shared the following advice to heighten awareness of 
hazards associated with pole preparations before pole erection. 

Full details of the incident are outlined below. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++



Fractured Lower Leg 

 

NWCL Incident No. 206 

 

The Issue  

Fractured lower leg while stripping X arms off concrete pole 

What Happened 

A concrete pole was lying on the ground with the top of the pole approximately 1m above the ground supported by the 
attached X arms. 

While stripping the Hardware and X arms off a concrete pole the centre bolt was hammered through to release the X 
arm – the pole fell to ground catching the Line Mechanics lower leg 

Findings 

The Line Mechanic involved thought he would be clear of the concrete pole as it fell to ground 

Legal Requirements 

Ministry of Business Innovation and Employment (MoBIE) has been contacted 

Immediate Actions Required 

Investigation is currently underway.

Interim Directive Issued: - that all poles being stripped are to be supported by a crane 

If you have any questions please contact:  Derek McGee, Manager 

Network Waitaki Contracting Ltd at 0274 916 155 

26th August 2013 

 
 

 

Safety Alerts are advisory only.  They contain limited information on an event which has 
been investigated and reported and the key findings of the investigation are published as 
a Safety Alert to highlight the key learning’s from the event 

 


