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Pole Collapse During Distribution Line Circuit Upgrade

One lineman was killed and another seriously harmed when the wood pole on which they were working
collapsed. The work, under access permit, was an upgrade of a distribution line from 11 to 22 kV.

The wood pole, which was situated on private property, supported an LV tee off to a farm installation.
The tee off was at 90 degrees to the straight line 11kV circuit carried by the pole, which also supported
a transformer aligned to the direction of the 11 kV circuit. Both linemen gained access to the pole by
ladder and were attached to the pole. The pole collapsed along the direction of the 11 kV line on the
transformer mounting side.

The incident is under investigation, and any more detailed report made available for the purpose will be
distributed to the wider industry in due course.

Industry participants are reminded to ensure the adequacy of their pole work procedures, including that

employees understand and follow industry Rules and Guidance for testing and securing poles, for work
on these.
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