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IRRIGATION PIPE CONTACT WITH 11kV NETWORK

On 19 January 2005, an orchard worker accidentally came into contact with an 11kV spur line
supplying three transformers on an orchard, via a 7.63m aluminium irrigation pipe he was
moving.

The incident site is a non fused 11kV spur line off a main feeder supplied from a nearby
substation.  The distance from the substation is approximately 1.7km.

All equipment operated correctly, the operator acted within the network company's current
reclose practices and the faultman who was working in the area was able to respond quickly.

The victim was admitted to hospital and discharged the next day and suffered only slight burns
to his hands.

There was damage to two jumpers at the spur line take off from the main distribution


