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FALL FROM A NEW POLE 
 
 
In March 2000, an employee fell 16 metres from a 23 metre concrete pole which had just been 
placed in the ground. The employee's task was to ascend the pole to remove rigging equipment 
to allow the crane to reposition for the next task.  
 
The employee had climbed by pole steps to the work position and was in the process of attaching 
himself. While attempting to attach himself, the employee lost balance and fell to the ground. The 
employee sustained serious injuries and required evacuation to hospital by helicopter.  
 
Attention is drawn to the need for diligence when working aloft.  
 
The accident report is still being finalised and further information on contributing factors and 
avoidance will be provided once available. 


