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June 2007 – Wairau Road Substation Fire and Outage 
 
At approximately 7.43pm on Tuesday, 19 June, an outage of approximately 45 minutes at a North Shore 
substation was caused by a bushing flashover on the busbar side of an outdoor Nissin Bulk Oil type KOR 
33kV feeder circuit breaker.   
 
There was no obvious evidence of any external agent for the explosion (animal, wind-blown debris or 
lightning in the area, etc).   
 
While there was considerable porcelain spread within the switchyard, there was no serious collateral 
damage and no oil spill.  The 33 kV bus fault resulted in the three 110kV supply circuits to the sub station 
tripping via the inter-trip scheme.   
 
Investigations are continuing and any available significant information will be shared via a subsequent 
Advice. 


