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Safety Advice 06-2007 (NZ)

The following notice is made through the EEA Safety Advice system on behalf of Energy Safety,
Ministry of Economic Development. Employers are advised to pass this information on to all
employees involved in Live Line Work.

On 12 November 2007 a line mechanic received a fatal electric shock whilst carrying out a live line
procedure on an 11kV line.

The work involved replacement of a double cross arm on a concrete strain pole. The pole also
accommodated 33kV and 400V circuits. The work had been almost completed with just a cross arm
brace being repositioned. It would appear that the line mechanic has made accidental brush contact
against a live part with the side of his body whilst also in contact with the pole or pole hardware.

The accident is under investigation by Energy Safety.

W R (Bill) Lowe
Senior Technical Officer (Operations)
Energy Safety / Ministry of Economic Development



