Safety Advice 11-2004 (NZ)

LOG HAULER CONTACT WITH 50kV TRANSMISSION LINE

This fault was caused by a thunderbird log hauler passing under a 50 kV transmission line while
still in the upright position. The boom of the hauler broke all three phases and carried the
conductor some 150m before damage to the line was noticed by the driver of an escorting vehicle.
The damage required the replacement of 6 structures, repairs to 3 others and the reconductoring
of 12 structures. The driver was oblivious to the damage he had caused.

Due to the isolated nature of the area and the extent of the damage, a generator was connected to
the local network to supply customers while repairs were carried out.

Due to the increasing number of third party overhead line strikes the owner of the line, is to
consider leading a drive to educate operators of cranes, trucks and plant etc that are capable of
reaching overhead lines of the hazards associated with working in these environments.
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