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Safety Restriction

Customer & Project Delivery Version 1.0 

Ban on Use of One Handed Chainsaws 

There have been a number of fatalities and serious injuries in recent years due to the use of Top Handle 
and light Rear Handle Chainsaws.  These saws are capable of being operated one-handed, and are only 
designed for use up in a tree by a trained tree care specialist.   When used one-handed, the chain-
break will not be activated if kickback occurs, and there is an significantly increased risk of cuts to the 
neck, shoulder and upper arm.  

These 3 articles serve as a chilling reminder of the dangers involved: 
Gregory Bulbuc       Alexander Kirkley      Daniel Merrett 

THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS ARE REQUIRED 
ESB NTs are no longer permitted to use any Top Handle and light Rear Handle Chainsaws, they are to be 
withdrawn from service immediately.  This restriction applies to all Top Handle Chainsaws, to any Rear 
Handle Chainsaw with a guidebar of 12” or less, and specifically to the Stihl MS 210 (See Fig 1).  

   Network Technicians:  If you have one of these Chainsaws in your possession, return it to your 
Supervisor immediately 

   Supervisor/Managers:  Check all Chainsaws in your team & quarantine these saws immediately 
   Auditors/Inspectors: If you come across any of these Chainsaws, inform your Line Manager & 

the local managers as soon as possible 

All quarantined saws are to be sent to Eddie Kiely, Fleet & Equipment, Rosbrien, Limerick for disposal. 

A Company Standard on the use of Chainsaws is under development, and when published, this 
restriction will be subsumed into this new document. 

If you have any queries, please contact Adrian Walsh, Risk & Compliance Manager CD (087 226 9082) or 
Eddie Kiely, Fleet & Equipment (087 674 3036). 

BACKGROUND 

Fig 1: Stihl MS 210 Fig 2: Example of a Top  Handle chainsaw 
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https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/tree-surgeon-killed-when-chainsaw-kicked-back-screamed-im-dead-during-horror-a3691481.html
https://metro.co.uk/2016/11/29/tree-surgeon-bled-to-death-when-chainsaw-cut-his-throat-6289282/
https://www.google.ie/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=7&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwin2qLa_8LiAhVzrHEKHWRkBdkQFjAGegQICRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuknews%2F2153563%2FFather-helpless-as-tree-surgeon-son-severs-neck-with-chainsaw.html&usg=AOvVaw0y0eMdATgmWSnup3K7AFo3
http://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwidnaz6jcPiAhWyThUIHW1MDQ8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.google.ie/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp://www.livingstones.co.za/product/stihl-ms210-chainsaw-35cm-50dl/%26psig%3DAOvVaw2NXFcUrEeBeVSWp9YTvGp_%26ust%3D1559297666395048&psig=AOvVaw2NXFcUrEeBeVSWp9YTvGp_&ust=1559297666395048
https://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjs3cS-jsPiAhXySRUIHXvCCGAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.braschs.com.au/chainsaws/arborist-chainsaws/stihl-ms-193-t-top-handle-chainsaw/&psig=AOvVaw1GCHfgs5CHsvPBgIaqf5f0&ust=1559300819792680
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