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A

Unauthorised inspection and certification
of Earthing Gear

SP ENERGY
NETWORKS

A violation of OPSAF-04-024 was recently
discovered when a Compliance Inspector
found that an extension earthing harness had
been re-certified by a SAP and then used for
five months past its official ‘Do Not Use After’
date.

The item was re-dated and re-labelled by the SAP

There was no suitable earthing equipment in the store, so the SAP removed an out
of date item from Quarantine and applied a new test sticker to it, then proceeded
to use the device as a primary earth.

Only a Compliance Inspector may re-certify and re-date out of date equipment,
after a thorough inspection and insulation resistance / conductivity tests. This also
provides the opportunity for essential modifications or repairs.

Suitably Authorised Persons may remove in date equipment from Quarantine
(providing it is not labelled Defective), and use it after inspection both in the store

and on site.

This is the second serious contravention of OSPAF-04-024 in two months.

OPSAF-04-024 was introduced following a tragic accident in 1997 when two
engineers were killed in Barrhead. The procedure enforces rigid control of test
prods, earthing devices and other ancillary equipment. It is ESSENTIAL for the
SAFETY of all persons that this procedure is followed.

The SAP’s authorisations have been revoked pending re-training and re-interview.

Recommendations and action points

Only remove or return equipment from a Test Prod and Earthing store if you
understand the contents of OPSAF-04-024.

If you are faced with a situation where there is no in date equipment available:
* Check availability at an alternative store to obtain the required equipment
* Contact a Compliance Inspector (phone numbers are displayed in stores)

* Seek advice from Health & Safety Operational Assurance
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