
Safety Advice 08-2010 (Dec)(NZ) 
 

 
Pole Failure 
 
On Wednesday the 16th of December 2010 an experienced Line Mechanic 
received minor injuries when the pole he was working on failed below ground 
level. On initial inspection the condition of the pole above ground was sound, with 
severe rot found below ground. This pole (a stayed hardwood) carried single 
circuit 11kV aluminium conductors on a slight angle. 
 
This incident is being investigated by the lines and contracting companies.  
 
If your staff have any doubts over the condition of a pole – stop – do not climb.  
 
More information will be made available once the incident reports are completed. 
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